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AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

Mr. PORTMAN. Mr. President, I have
5 requests for committees to meet dur-
ing today’s session of the Senate. They
have the approval of the Majority and
Minority leaders.

Pursuant to rule XXVI, paragraph
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet during today’s session
of the Senate:

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES

The Committee on Armed Services is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Tuesday, February, 27,
2018, at 9:30 a.m., to conduct a hearing.
COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR AND

PENSIONS

The Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor and Pensions is author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Tuesday, February, 27, 2018,
at 10 a.m., to conduct a hearing enti-
tled ‘‘“The Opioid Crisis: The Role of
Technology and Data in Preventing
and Treating Addiction.”

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS

The Committee on Foreign Relations
is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Tuesday, Feb-
ruary, 27, 2018, at 2:30 p.m., to conduct
a hearing on the following nomina-
tions: Kevin Edward Moley, of Arizona,
to be an Assistant Secretary of State
(International Organization Affairs),
Josephine Olsen, of Maryland, to be Di-
rector of the Peace Corps, Erik Bethel,
of Florida, to be United States Alter-
nate Executive Director of the Inter-
national Bank for Reconstruction and
Development, and Sean Cairncross, of
Minnesota, to be Chief Executive Offi-
cer, Millennium Challenge Corpora-
tion.

COMMITTEE ON VETERANS’ AFFAIRS

The Committee on Veterans’ Affairs
is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Tuesday, Feb-
ruary, 27, 2018, at 2 p.m., to conduct a
joint hearing with the House Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs.

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE

The Select Committee on Intel-
ligence is authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on Tuesday,
February, 27, at 2:30 p.m. to conduct a
closed hearing.

———

APPOINTMENTS

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
understand appointments were made
during the adjournment of the Senate.
I ask they be stated for the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
Chair, on behalf of the majority and
minority leaders of the Senate, pursu-
ant to section 30442 of Public Law 115—
123, appoints the following as Members
of the Joint Select Committee on
Budget and Appropriations Process Re-
form: the Honorable Roy D. BLUNT of
Missouri, the Honorable DAVID A.
PERDUE, JR. of Georgia, the Honorable
JAMES P. LANKFORD of Oklahoma, the
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Honorable JONI ERNST of Iowa, the
Honorable SHELDON WHITEHOUSE of
Rhode Island, the Honorable MICHAEL
BENNET of Colorado, the Honorable
BRIAN SCHATZ of Hawaii, and the Hon-
orable MAIZE K. HIRONO of Hawaii.

The Chair, on behalf of the majority
and minority leaders of the Senate,
pursuant to section 30422 of Public Law
115-123, appoints the following as Mem-
bers of the Joint Select Committee on
Solvency of Multiemployer Pension
Plans: the Honorable ORRIN G. HATCH
of Utah (Co-Chair), the Honorable
LAMAR ALEXANDER of Tennessee, the
Honorable RoB J. PORTMAN of Ohio, the
Honorable MIKE D. CRAPO of Idaho, the
Honorable SHERROD BROWN of Ohio (Co-
Chair), the Honorable JOE MANCHIN III
of West Virginia, the Honorable HEIDI
HEITKAMP of North Dakota, and the
Honorable TINA SMITH of Minnesota.

———

APPOINTMENT

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
Chair, on behalf of the majority leader,
pursuant to Public Law 106-567, the In-
telligence Authorization Act for Fiscal
Year 2001, appoints the following indi-
vidual to serve as a member of the Pub-
lic Interest Declassification Board:
Alissa M. Starzak of the District of Co-
lumbia.

———

MEASURE READ THE FIRST
TIME—S. 2464

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
understand there is a bill at the desk,
and I ask for its first reading.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will read the bill by title for the
first time.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A Dbill (S. 2464) to improve border security
and to provide conditional provision resi-
dence to certain long-term residents who en-
tered the United States as children.

Mr. McCONNELL. I now ask for a
second reading and, in order to place
the bill on the calendar under the pro-
visions of rule XIV, I object to my own
request.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion having been heard, the bill will be
read for the second time on the next
legislative day.

———————

NATIONAL SPEECH AND DEBATE
EDUCATION DAY

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the consideration of S.
Res. 415, submitted earlier today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 415) designating
March 2, 2018, as ‘‘National Speech and De-
bate Education Day.”’

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.
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Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the reso-
lution be agreed to, the preamble be
agreed to, and the motions to recon-
sider be considered made and laid upon
the table with no intervening action or
debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.”’)

415) was

SUPPORTING THE GOALS AND
IDEALS OF CAREER AND TECH-
NICAL EDUCATION MONTH

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of S. Res. 416, submitted earlier
today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 416) supporting the
goals and ideals of Career and Technical
Education Month.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. McCONNELL. I further ask
unanimous consent that the resolution
be agreed to, the preamble be agreed
to, and the motions to reconsider be
considered made and laid upon the
table with no intervening action or de-
bate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.”’)

———

AUTHORIZING USE OF
EMANCIPATION HALL

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of S. Con. Res. 35, submitted ear-
lier today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the concurrent resolu-
tion by title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A concurrent resolution (S. Con. Res. 35)
authorizing the use of Emancipation Hall in
the Capitol Visitor Center for a ceremony to
present the Congressional Gold Medal collec-
tively to the members of the Office of Stra-
tegic Services.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the concurrent
resolution.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
further ask unanimous consent that
the concurrent resolution be agreed to
and the motion to reconsider be consid-
ered made and laid upon the table with
no intervening action or debate.

416) was
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The concurrent resolution (S. Con.
Res. 35) was agreed to.

(The concurrent resolution is printed
in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Submitted
Resolutions.”)

———

UNANIMOUS CONSENT AGREE-
MENT—EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that notwith-
standing the provisions of rule XXII,
all postcloture time on the Vought
nomination expire at 4:30 p.m. tomor-
row, February 28, and the Senate vote
on confirmation of the nomination
with no intervening action or debate;
finally, that if confirmed, the motion
to reconsider be considered made and
laid upon the table and the President
be immediately notified of the Senate’s
action.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

ORDERS FOR WEDNESDAY,
FEBRUARY 28, 2018

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that when the
Senate completes its business today, it
adjourn until 12:45 p.m., Wednesday,
February 28; further, that following the
prayer and pledge, the morning hour be
deemed expired, the Journal of pro-
ceedings be approved to date, the time
for the two leaders be reserved for their
use later in the day, and morning busi-
ness be closed. I further ask that fol-
lowing leader remarks, the Senate pro-
ceed to executive session and resume
consideration of the Vought nomina-
tion; finally, that all time during re-
cess, adjournment, morning business,
and leader remarks count postcloture
on the Vought nomination.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

—————

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 12:45 P.M.
TOMORROW

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, if
there is no further business to come be-
fore the Senate, I ask unanimous con-
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sent that it stand adjourned under the
previous order.

There being no objection, the Senate,
at 6:26 p.m., adjourned until Wednes-
day, February 28, 2018, at 12:45 p.m.

————

NOMINATIONS

Executive nominations received by
the Senate:
DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY

CHARLES P. VERDON, OF CALIFORNIA, TO BE DEPUTY
ADMINISTRATOR FOR DEFENSE PROGRAMS, NATIONAL
NUCLEAR SECURITY ADMINISTRATION, VICE DONALD L.
COOK, RESIGNED.

THEODORE J. GARRISH, OF MARYLAND, TO BE AN AS-
SISTANT SECRETARY OF ENERGY (INTERNATIONAL AF-
FAIRS), VICE JONATHAN ELKIND.

UNITED STATES INTERNATIONAL TRADE
COMMISSION

AMY KARPEL, OF WASHINGTON, TO BE A MEMBER OF
THE UNITED STATES INTERNATIONAL TRADE COMMIS-
SION FOR THE REMAINDER OF THE TERM EXPIRING
JUNE 16, 2020, VICE F. SCOTT KIEFF, RESIGNED.

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

JOHN CARY BITTICK, OF GEORGIA, TO BE UNITED
STATES MARSHAL FOR THE MIDDLE DISTRICT OF GEOR-
GIA FOR THE TERM OF FOUR YEARS, VICE WILLIE LEE
RICHARDSON, JR., RETIRED.

THOMAS T. CULLEN, OF VIRGINIA, TO BE UNITED
STATES ATTORNEY FOR THE WESTERN DISTRICT OF VIR~
GINIA FOR THE TERM OF FOUR YEARS, VICE JOHN P.
FISHWICK, JR., RESIGNED.

TIMOTHY A. GARRISON, OF MISSOURI, TO BE UNITED
STATES ATTORNEY FOR THE WESTERN DISTRICT OF
MISSOURI FOR THE TERM OF FOUR YEARS, VICE ANGELA
TAMMY DICKINSON, RESIGNED.

STEVEN L. GLADDEN, OF NORTH CAROLINA, TO BE
UNITED STATES MARSHAL FOR THE MIDDLE DISTRICT
OF NORTH CAROLINA FOR THE TERM OF FOUR YEARS,
VICE WILLIE RANSOME STAFFORD III, TERM EXPIRED.

NICOLA T. HANNA, OF CALIFORNIA, TO BE UNITED
STATES ATTORNEY FOR THE CENTRAL DISTRICT OF
CALIFORNIA FOR THE TERM OF FOUR YEARS, VICE EI-
LEEN M. DECKER, RESIGNED.

DAVID C. JOSEPH, OF LOUISIANA, TO BE UNITED
STATES ATTORNEY FOR THE WESTERN DISTRICT OF
LOUISIANA FOR THE TERM OF FOUR YEARS, VICE STEPH-
ANIE A. FINELY, RESIGNED.

DAVID L. LYONS, OF GEORGIA, TO BE UNITED STATES
MARSHAL FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF GEORGIA
FOR THE TERM OF FOUR YEARS, VICE STEPHEN JAMES
SMITH, TERM EXPIRED.

RODNEY D. OSTERMILLER, OF MONTANA, TO BE
UNITED STATES MARSHAL FOR THE DISTRICT OF MON-
TANA FOR THE TERM OF FOUR YEARS, VICE DARRELL
JAMES BELL, RESIGNED.

KENJI M. PRICE, OF HAWAII, TO BE UNITED STATES AT-
TORNEY FOR THE DISTRICT OF HAWAII FOR THE TERM
OF FOUR YEARS, VICE FLORENCE T. NAKAKUNI, RE-
TIRED.

DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS

PAUL R. LAWRENCE, OF VIRGINIA, TO BE UNDER SEC-
RETARY FOR BENEFITS OF THE DEPARTMENT OF VET-
ERANS AFFAIRS, VICE ALLISON A. HICKEY, RESIGNED .

IN THE AIR FORCE

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT
IN THE UNITED STATES AIR FORCE TO THE GRADE INDI-
CATED WHILE ASSIGNED TO A POSITION OF IMPORTANCE
AND RESPONSIBILITY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION
601:

To be general
LT. GEN. TIMOTHY M. RAY
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THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT
IN THE UNITED STATES AIR FORCE TO THE GRADE INDI-
CATED WHILE ASSIGNED TO A POSITION OF IMPORTANCE
AND RESPONSIBILITY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION
601:

To be lieutenant general
MAJ. GEN. DAVID D. THOMPSON
IN THE NAVY

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT
IN THE UNITED STATES NAVY TO THE GRADE INDICATED
WHILE ASSIGNED TO A POSITION OF IMPORTANCE AND
RESPONSIBILITY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 601:

To be admiral

VICE ADM. CHRISTOPHER W. GRADY

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT
IN THE UNITED STATES NAVY TO THE GRADE INDICATED
WHILE ASSIGNED TO A POSITION OF IMPORTANCE AND
RESPONSIBILITY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 601:

To be vice admiral

VICE ADM. CHARLES A. RICHARD

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT
IN THE UNITED STATES NAVY TO THE GRADE INDICATED
WHILE ASSIGNED TO A POSITION OF IMPORTANCE AND
RESPONSIBILITY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 601:

To be vice admiral

REAR ADM. MICHAEL T. MORAN

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT
IN THE UNITED STATES NAVY TO THE GRADE INDICATED
WHILE ASSIGNED TO A POSITION OF IMPORTANCE AND
RESPONSIBILITY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 601:

To be vice admiral

REAR ADM. TIMOTHY J. WHITE

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT
IN THE UNITED STATES NAVY TO THE GRADE INDICATED
UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 624:

To be rear admiral (lower half)
CAPT. DAVID A. WELCH

———

CONFIRMATIONS

Executive nominations confirmed by
the Senate February 27, 2018:
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

WILLIAM NORTHEY, OF IOWA, TO BE UNDER SEC-
RETARY OF AGRICULTURE FOR FARM AND FOREIGN AG-
RICULTURAL SERVICES.

THE JUDICIARY

ELIZABETH L. BRANCH, OF GEORGIA, TO BE UNITED
STATES CIRCUIT JUDGE FOR THE ELEVENTH CIRCUIT.

WITHDRAWAL

Executive Message transmitted by
the President to the Senate on Feb-
ruary 27, 2018 withdrawing from further
Senate consideration the following
nomination:

ROBERT M. WEAVER, OF OKLAHOMA, TO BE DIRECTOR
OF THE INDIAN HEALTH SERVICE, DEPARTMENT OF
HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES, FOR THE TERM OF FOUR
YEARS, VICE YVETTE ROUBIDEAUX, TERM EXPIRED,
WHICH WAS SENT TO THE SENATE ON OCTOBER 24, 2017.
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